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Subpart B—Lamps, Reflective
Devices, and Electrical Wiring

§393.9 Lamps operable, prohibition of
obstructions of lamps and reflec-
tors.

(a) All lamps required by this subpart
shall be capable of being operated at
all times. This paragraph shall not be
construed to require that any auxiliary
or additional lamp be capable of oper-
ating at all times.

(b) Lamps and reflective devices/ma-
terial required by this subpart must
not be obscured by the tailboard, or by
any part of the load, or its covering by
dirt, or other added vehicle or work
equipment, or otherwise. Exception:
The conspicuity treatments on the
front end protection devices may be ob-
scured by part of the load being trans-
ported.

[70 FR 48027, Aug. 15, 2005]

§393.11 Lamps and reflective devices.

(a)(1) Lamps and reflex reflectors.
Table 1 specifies the requirements for
lamps, reflective devices and associ-
ated equipment by the type of commer-
cial motor vehicle. The diagrams in
this section illustrate the position of
the lamps, reflective devices and asso-
ciated equipment specified in Table 1.
All commercial motor vehicles manu-
factured on or after December 25, 1968,
must, at a minimum, meet the applica-
ble requirements of 49 CFR 571.108
(FMVSS No. 108) in effect at the time
of manufacture of the vehicle. Com-
mercial motor vehicles manufactured
before December 25, 1968, must, at a
minimum, meet the requirements of
subpart B of part 393 in effect at the
time of manufacture.

(2) Ezxceptions: Pole trailers and trail-
er converter dollies must meet the part

§393.11

393 requirements for lamps, reflective
devices and electrical equipment in ef-
fect at the time of manufacture. Trail-
ers which are equipped with con-
spicuity material which meets the re-
quirements of §393.11(b) are not re-
quired to be equipped with the reflex
reflectors listed in Table 1 if—

(i) The conspicuity material is placed
at the locations where reflex reflectors
are required by Table 1; and

(ii) The conspicuity material when
installed on the motor vehicle meets
the visibility requirements for the re-
flex reflectors.

(b) Conspicuity Systems. Each trailer
of 2,032 mm (80 inches) or more overall
width, and with a GVWR over 4,536 kg
(10,000 pounds), manufactured on or
after December 1, 1993, except pole
trailers and trailers designed exclu-
sively for living or office use, shall be
equipped with either retroreflective
sheeting that meets the requirements
of FMVSS No. 108 (85.7.1), reflex reflec-
tors that meet the requirements
FMVSS No. 108 (S5.7.2), or a combina-
tion of retroreflective sheeting and re-
flex reflectors that meet the require-
ments of FMVSS No. 108 (S5.7.3). The
conspicuity system shall be installed
and located as specified in FMVSS No.
108 [S5.7.1.4 (for retroreflective sheet-
ing), $S5.7.2.2 (for reflex reflectors),
S5.7.3 (for a combination of sheeting
and reflectors)] and have certification
and markings as required by $S5.7.1.5
(for retroreflective tape) and S5.7.2.3
(for reflex reflectors).

(c) Prohibition on the use of amber stop
lamps and tail lamps. No commercial
motor vehicle may be equipped with an
amber stop lamp, a tail lamp, or other
lamp which is optically combined with
an amber stop lamp or tail lamp.

TABLE 1 OF §393.11—REQUIRED LAMPS AND REFLECTORS ON COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLES

Height above the road sur-

face in millimeters (mm) f\é?r\]nilﬂi?;?\
Item on the ve- " . - (with English units in pa- “
hicle Quantity | Color Location Position renthesis) measured from vtiggsd:re
the center of the lamp at required
curb weight a
Headlamps ...... 2 s White .... | Front ............... On the front at the same Not less than 559 mm (22 | A, B, C

height, with an equal
number at each side of
the vertical center line
as far apart as prac-
ticable.

inches) nor more than
1,372 mm (54 inches).
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